
Volume 12, Issue 1 

Kaufman Paw Print 

 

Upcoming Events 

 

 

 
A Note From Mrs. Oliver 

The new school year is off to a fantastic start, and we are excited to be back at 

school!  Our students and teachers are continuing to do an incredible job jumping 

back into their daily routines and delving into their curriculum with amazing learning! 

For the 2017-2018 school year, our theme is “Kaufman-The Adventure Begins 

Here.”  We plan to create many adventures for our Kaufman Cougars this year! 

Providing our students with a safe and stimulating learning environment that 

inspires them to be successful students now and in the future is what we strive for 

each and every day. 

I am honored to be serving as your principal at Kaufman Elementary for the fourth 

year.  If you have any questions or need anything, feel free to contact me at 832-

592-5600 or by email at toliver@conroeisd.net. 

Sincerely, 

Tina Oliver 

September 2017 

Labor Day                          9/4 
School Holiday  

Cafeteria open to visitors   9/5  

DI Awareness Night           9/5 
6:00-7:00 

PTO Meeting @ 1:30         9/7 

Box Tops due                  9/11 

PTO Sk8 Night                 9/14 
6:00-8:30 

Fall Pictures                     9/15 

Book Fair                    9/18-22 

Progress Reports             9/19   
sent home 

Back to School          9/19&20 
Breakfast                         
6:45-7:30am 

Read for a Better Life      9/20 
Kick-Off 

Academic Night &            9/21 
Book Fair 5-7pm 

Boosterthon Kick-Off       9/27 

PTO Meeting @ 1:30       9/28  

             

 

A Few Reminders: 

 Please complete your CISD Volunteer Application online form.  This must be complet-

ed each year.         

 We have 2 morning car rider drop off locations– 1 in the front and 1 in the back to help 

with the traffic flow.             

 All visitors to the building must check in through the front office and present their pho-

to ID. 

 Transportation changes must be received by 2:00 P.M. 

 Car riders will be monitored on the front porch and placed in cars with the proper CAR 

RIDER SIGN.  Any parent who does not have a car rider sign will be asked to park 
their car and enter the building with their photo ID to receive a sign.   

7:30– Doors open 

7:55– Announcements begin and preparations for the day 

8:05– Tardy bell rings-instruction begins 

3:10– Dismissal begins 



Kindergarten 

Welcome Kinder Cubs.  We are busy learning rules and our way around 
the school. (Ask your child if they saw the  Pete the Cat?) Eating lunch all 
together has been fun and running very smoothly.  Our lunch time is from 
11:10-11:40. The children have  enjoyed going to CAMP-(Computers, Art, 
Music, and P.E.)  Please continue to sign your child's daily folder.  Please 
initial each box daily, and discuss why they changed their color, the       
consequences, if any, and ways to make better choices. Some other things 
to work on: *pencil grip, *writing first name with only a Capital at the        
beginning, counting to 30, and tying shoes!  We are so excited about    
having this new den of  Kindergarten cubs and thrilled about our eager  
parent volunteers.  Go Cubs!!  

First Grade 

First grade is off to an awesome start!! Starting a new school year 
with first graders is always an exciting adventure! Students are 
learning that first grade is “different” than kindergarten. While 
many procedures /rules are the same, there are some things we 
do the “First Grade” way.  We will be reviewing and practicing   
Cafeteria/Classroom/School rules and procedures.  Beginning of 
the year Literacy/Writing Assessments will begin soon.  We are 
looking forward to working with you and your child this year.  Each 
school year not only brings in new faces but a new group of      
children who are ready to learn.  First Grade Rocks!!  
 
 



Second Grade  

Welcome to the Cougar Crew in Second Grade. We are off to a great start!  We spent the first few days of 
school having fun exploring our classrooms, seeing old friends, and meeting new friends. Now we are really 
starting to settle in and get right to work learning new things.  
 
In reading, we have been reading Frog and Toad stories, and talking about families and friendship. In writing, 
we are writing summer/vacation stories, setting up our Writer's Workshop routine and studying words with 
short vowel sounds.  Our beginning-of-the-year assessments start the second week of September, and the 
results will come home as soon as they are complete.  
 
In math, we’ve been working on addition, graphing, number sense, and problem solving.  Keep on practicing 
those facts to 18, as we will be learning more about addition and subtraction strategies. Citizenship is our 
theme in Social Studies. We have discussed how to solve problems (small and large) and how to get along 
with others in our classroom community. In science, we have been learning the basics of the scientific       
process, safety in science labs, and about the tools we will be using as scientists.  
 
We thank those parents who have already been involved in helping or donating for your child’s classroom and 
encourage all parents to get involved in some way.  Homeroom parents will be meeting soon to plan our   
special celebrations. Your participation makes a difference in what we can accomplish in our classrooms, 
whether it is by cutting out lamination, sending items in for the class, or assisting with a classroom event. We 
appreciate everything you do for us!  
 
It is going to be a wonderful year!  

Fourth Grade 

Welcome back to school and welcome to fourth grade!  We hope you enjoyed the summer break with your 
family and are ready for a new school year.  Fourth grade teachers are excited about what this year has in 
store for us and your children. 
  
Our awesome 4th grade teachers this year are Mrs. Welch, Mrs. Moore, Ms.Van Pelt, Ms.Moore, Ms. Nini, 
Ms.Stephenson, Mrs. Vatland, Ms.Chhy and Mrs. Barber.  We will all work hard together this year to make 4th 
grade fun and memorable for your child.  
 
Students will learn many new things and grow tremendously this school year.  Not only do fourth graders 
grow older, taller, and academically, they also grow as individuals.  They learn to be more responsible and 
more mature.  As teachers, it is a pleasure to see this growth and change in our students, and we look       
forward to watching this transformation take place in this year's fourth graders.    
Many important events are taking place very soon after school starts.  Please be sure to check your child's 
Tuesday Folder and teacher websites/emails for these dates.  
 
If at any time you should have questions or concerns, please don't hesitate to contact your child's           
teacher.  We are here to assist you in any way that we can, and we want this school year to be a success in 
every way!  Welcome!  

Third Grade 

What a great start to a new school year!  We are very excited to get this year under way.  We are 
looking forward to a productive school year while learning new things and making new friends.  We 
are delighted to get to know your children’s personalities while meeting their needs.  We believe that 
a good parent-teacher relationship is important for maximum school success.  Throughout the year, 
we will communicate with you through notes, telephone calls, e-mails, report cards, and parent-
teacher conferences.  We encourage you to contact us if you have any questions or concerns at any 
time.  Our conference time is from 10:35-11:25. Again, we welcome you to 3rd grade and look      
forward to a fan-tab-u-lous school year!   



ART 

Hello Creative Cats!  
Welcome back to a brand new year! First and foremost, if you've not heard, we have welcomed 
back our very own Mrs. Rowley, and the kids are very excited to see her! It's very exciting because 
it will give the kids back art time that they missed last year! We're already busy creating art while 
getting reacquainted with art room rules and procedures! We will all be jumping head-first into 
Western Art very soon! Next week, we get our kiddos that we haven't seen yet for our 
reacquaintance time! Then we'll both be off and running!    
We are very happy to announce that we are going to continue Artsonia this year! For those who 
are new and don't know what that is, it's a secure online art gallery that will showcase each piece 
of art work your child does each year. It is totally safe with nothing identifying your child, except a 
first name with a series of numbers. There's no photos of your child, simply their artwork. You will 
get an email every time a piece is uploaded. You have the ability to create a "Fanclub" including 
grandparents, other family, non-custodial parents, and friends from out of town. They will get 
emails alerting to the new piece of art and you all will have the opportunity to log in positive 
comments to encourage and build-up your child's self esteem. Perhaps one of the nicest surprises 
is the ability to purchase items with your child's artwork on it such as mugs,bags, aprons, etc. 
which make great gifts for anyone special on your list... including the little artist. The Kaufman Art 
Department gets a portion of those proceeds which are going directly towards the purchase of 
IPads to fill out our half IPad cart we received through a grant that Mrs. Gregory wrote and was 
awarded last year. We want to get enough iPads for both teachers to share. We had great 
feedback on Artsonia last year and hope you continue to enjoy it! If you're new to Kaufman, please 
accept the invitation when you get it and we'll get started bringing you joy!    
We are looking for a few good volunteers to assist us in the Art room with uploading to Artsonia 
projects, cutting paper, and perhaps assisting a few kindergarten  projects. The ideal candidates 
would not have little ones in tow as there is much to get into in the art room. Be sure to let us know 
if that's something you might be interested in. We look forward to teaching your kids this year as 
we instill a love for art in their hearts!   
Sincerely,  
Donna Gregory and Kelly Rowley  
 

MUSIC 

We are off to a great musical start!  During the students' first rotation, we reviewed our class rules 
and procedures, did an informal assessment of rhythm and melody skills, and played singing and 
movement games.  
During the second rotation, 2nd-4th grade students will continue their review of already known 
rhythms and melodic sounds by composing a short piece of music, which will then be performed 
with body percussion (pat, clap, snap).  Kindergarten and 1st grade students will review fast/slow 
and learn new folk songs and singing games, as well as a short introduction to non-pitched         
percussion (drum, cymbal, woodblock, sticks and maracas).  
Cougar Choir information went home to all 3rd and 4th graders on August 29th, and registration 
ends Friday, September 8th.  If you are not able to access the online form, your child can get a    
paper copy from the front desk or from Mrs. Lewis.  The first Choir rehearsal will be Tuesday, Sept. 
19th, from 3:15-4:15pm.  
If you have any questions, I can be reached during my conference time 9:30-10:30am or through 
email at hlewis@conroeisd.net .  



PE 

Kaufman Cougars,   
We are so happy to have you back at Kaufman Elementary!   We are especially excited to get 
back up and running with many new and fun fitness activities. We love for our Kaufman Cougars 
to be energized and ready to learn! 
Parents, please remember that safe, comfortable tennis shoes are very important for your child to 
wear on the day that they   attend P.E. class. Flipflops, sandals, crocs, boots, and slippers are not 
safe shoes on P.E. days. Keeping your student safe is our top priority! Your child will attend P.E. 
on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Tuesday, Thursday, Friday.  
Please send a sick note with your child if they are unable to participate in physical activities due to 
illness or injury. Please include their full name, teacher name and date they can return to physical 
activities.  
Our Cougars will be kicking off the school year by participating in low-organized games. This will 
reinforce some of our Physical Education rules and help our students get physically fit.     
We are looking forward to a FIT-TAB-U-LOUS school year!!! 
 
   Physical Education Teachers 
                                                            Roxane Hutyra 
                                                            Cheri Harris 
                                                            Donna Leonardos 
 

COMPUTERS 

Welcome back Kaufman Cougars!  I hope all of you had a great summer! I am so excited to see new 
and old faces here at Kaufman. What a great start to the new school year! We are learning some 
very important lessons in Computers.  We are learning about Internet Safety and how important it is 
for your child to learn the importance of Internet Safety Rules.  Please use these guidelines when 
your child is at home to ensure and reinforce safety in your home.  
  
· Never post personal information such as your home address, home phone number, and cell phone    
number or where you go to school.  
· Never use someone’s username or password.  
· Never share your username or password.  
· Never go to unapproved web sites. Always be safe and ask an adult like your parents or guardian.  
 
This is such an important lesson that I will be covering this topic in the middle and at the  end of the 
year.  Together we can make our children safe!  
 
 Thank you! 
 
 Ms. Alonso :) 
 

 

 

 



The Clinic Staff welcomes our Cougars back to school. 

Please remember to complete your online health information. This important information about your child’s 

medical conditions and allergies assists us in providing the best care.  Don’t forget to notify the clinic if any  

information changes throughout the year. 

All medications, whether over the counter or prescription, must be brought to the clinic by an adult per CISD 

policy.  Due to safety concerns for your child and others, they are not permitted to transport any medications.  

If medication is sent with your child, it will not be administered but kept in the clinic until an adult can pick it 

up.  All prescription medications must have a current pharmacy label. 

There are occasionally times when our little Cougars have accidents.  The clinic has minimal extra clothing 

available.  Providing your child with an extra set of clothing in their backpack will prevent us from contacting 

you to bring clothing to the school.  Please return laundered clinic clothing as soon as possible.  Donations 

are always welcome. 

Clinic 

 

 

WELCOME TO THE LIBRARY!  We have been busy preparing our library for all of our new and returning 
students.  Search-a-saurus Rex and Clifford the Big Red Dog have been anxiously awaiting the students' 
arrival!  
LIBRARY VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!   All interested parents or grandparents are welcome to join in all the 
fun the library has to offer.  We have opportunities for our volunteers to help with the weekly schedule or to 
help with special projects like the Great American Opportunities Magazine Subscription Sale, the Kaufman 
Giving Tree, and the Book Fair.  So stop on by the library for more details.  We can't wait to have you on 
board!  You can also reach us at kaufmanlibrary@yahoo.com.    
 Please help us by reminding your child of proper book care.  Parents are also welcome to check out up to 
seven library books to share with your Kaufman Cougars.  We look forward to having you as a library      
patron.  
We support the reading curriculum by offering books to practice the reading skills taught in the classroom 
and offer books for leisure reading as well.  We support Dr. Stockton's READ FOR A BETTER LIFE        
initiative. To kick this year off, the library will host a Scholastic Book Fair which will be held September  18th 
– 22nd!    
Special events:  
Back to School Breakfast: Tuesday, September 19th and Wednesday, September 20th. (Look for more   
information, coming soon in your child’s Tuesday folder.)  
Academic Night: Thursday, September 21st from 5:00 p.m. to 7 p.m.  Enter a drawing to win $25.00 in 
FREE BOOK FAIR materials.  
ONLINE SHOPPING: great for shopping at home for friends and family near and far. http://
bookfairs.scholastic.com/homepage/georgekaufmanelementarysch  
I hope you will join in by showing our students how much fun reading can be by reading 30 minutes each 
day with your child.  
 
Keep 'em Reading!    
 
Mrs. Wright   

Library 



 
 
 
 
 
 

Welcome Back!   
 
Welcome to another exciting year at Kaufman Elementary! My name is Shannon Simmons, and I 
will be your child’s school counselor this year.  If you have any questions, feel free to contact me at 
832-592-5600.  
 

 Back To School Tips  
  

The lazy days of summer have come to an end!  Get back in the habit of establishing a reasonable 
bedtime and routine.   
 
* If you haven’t already - set up a homework area that is quiet, well-lit and stocked with all the    
supplies they will need to complete assignments.   
* Review bus safety rules with your child.   
* Make sure they know their address and a working phone number in case of emergency.   
* Prepare clothing and lunch in advance to save time in the morning.   
* Bring in school supplies as needed   
* Be encouraging and supportive!   



PTO NEWS 

Back to School Breakfast 
The Kaufman Elementary PTO will be holding its first Back to School Breakfast on September 19

th
 and 20

th
 from 6:45 

am to 7:30 am in the school cafeteria. Due to federal regulations, we are not allowed to serve food and/or      
beverages after 7:30 am.  PLEASE NOTE: SCHOOL DOES NOT OPEN UNTIL 7:30, SO YOU MUST STAY WITH 
YOUR CHILD UNTIL THEN.  The library will also be hosting their annual book fair during the breakfast, so be 
sure to stop in and take a peek!  Please be sure to complete the reservation form being sent home, to ensure as your 
RSVP and ticket into the event.  This year the Back to School Breakfast is being Sponsored by Hughes & Cozad       
Orthodontics.  The Kaufman PTO greatly appreciates their generosity! 

Kaufman Cougars Be Brave 
Parents, this year’s main fundraiser is the Kaufman Cougars Be Brave Fun Run!  It will be a 9-day program where we 
kick off with a Pep Rally on Wednesday, September 27

th
, families will have time to get pledges for every lap your       

student runs, and then we’ll celebrate at the Fun Run on Friday, October 6
th
.  We have asked the Fun Run experts at 

Boosterthon to power our Fun Run to make it easier and fun for all!  Mega Mike and crew will be working with students 
on Focus, Self-Awareness, Respect, Trustworthiness, Creativity and Life-Learner, with this year’s Castle Quest       
character building theme.  All families are invited to come out and cheer on your student at the Fun Run!  Thank you for 
your support! 

Important Dates for September: 
7

th
- PTO Meeting @ 1:30 pm (General) 

8
th
- Box Top Collection Date 

14
th
- Sk8town Spirit Night 

19
th
-20

th
- Back to School Breakfast 

18
th
-22

nd
- Book Fair 

27
th
- Fun Run Kickoff 

28
th
- PTO Meeting @ 1:30 pm 

 

Submit Photos to Yearbook!  Send in any pictures you take when visiting Kaufman!  Visit images.balfour.com 
to upload from your computer.  Use project number 818770 and password Kaufman.  You can also search for the 
“Balfour Image Share” app in you app marketplace and use to share pictures from your phone. 

ENROLL IN THE KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM! This program is a great way to raise money for 
our school, but registration expires for everyone each year on August 1st.  Please register at www.kroger.com/
communityrewards.  Our organization number is 90144. 
  
Joining the PTO is free!  Register with Kaufman PTO at www.friendsofkaufman.digitalpto.com for updates about        
upcoming events, volunteer opportunities and how you can help support our school. 
  
We would love to have you volunteer on campus. All adults that visit the campus while school is in session must submit 
a volunteer application form to CISD. This form can be found at https://apps.conroeisd.net/volunteer/ .  This application 
must be submitted again each year.  
 
QUESTIONS? Contact the Kaufman PTO for more information at KaufmanPTO@gmail.com. 

http://www.friendsofkaufman.digitalpto.com
https://apps.conroeisd.net/volunteer/


BOXTOPS 
 
If every student turned in 10 Box Tops worth $.10 on the 10th of every month, Kaufman could      
receive $8,000+ this year.  This year Kaufman will have 3 different opportunities for classes to win 
parties for Box Tops submissions.  The Box Tops Competition is off to a great start.   
  
Box Tops are easy to collect. Just look for items that you buy with the Box Tops logo, cut them out, 
place them in a ziplock with your teachers name, send them in with your child, and the school gets 
the money.  For a list of products that have Box Tops on them please visit the www.btfe.com   Make 
sure you cut outside of the dotted lines so that the entire Box Tops logo shows or it doesn’t        
qualify.  Each of those $.10 Box Tops add up.  Also look for Bonus Box Tops on products and      
occasionally on your grocery receipt.  
 
Box Tops do expire, so turn them in monthly because expired Box Tops will not count for the class 
competition.  The next few submission dates are:  
 
Monday, September 11, 2017  
Tuesday, October 10, 2017  
Monday, November 10, 2017  
Monday, December 11, 2017  
 
Results from the first week of school competition will be announced in October newsletter. If you 
have any questions please contact Kimberly Holmes at kimberlymholmes@hotmail.com. 
 

 

 

 

 


