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  Upcoming Events 

 

 

A Note From Mrs. Oliver 
Our theme this year, “Kaufman-the Adventure Begins Here” is evident in every 
classroom at Kaufman.  It is wonderful to see our students and teachers diving 
into their curriculum with great excitement and enthusiasm every day.  Kaufman 
has the BEST students and staff! 
 
We are looking forward to many exciting events this month.  Our first big event will 
be our Boosterthon Fun Run on October 6, our Red Ribbon Week will be from 
October 23-27, and we will end the month with our “Fall and Pumpkin” activities.  
October is definitely a fun-filled month filled with many great adventures at 
Kaufman! 
 
Thank you to our parents for taking an active role in your child’s education.  We 
truly appreciate all of your support for our students and school! 
 
Sincerely, 
Tina Oliver 
 

Attendance at Kaufman 

Good attendance plays an important role in your child’s academic success.  We 
understand that illnesses and emergencies occur, but we want our students to be 
here at school as much as possible each and every day.  Our “Attendance Spirit 
Sticks” and “Attendance Popcorn Kernels” continue to be a big incentive for our 
students.  Ask you child how many times his or her class has earned a spirit stick 
and/or popcorn kernel so far this year.  Remember, “Attendance Counts” at 
Kaufman Elementary! 

“Coat for Kids”  

The CISD Police Department is having its 15th annual “Coats for Kids” drive.  If 

you would like to donate a new or slightly used coat, jacket, hoodie, or sweater, 

please turn it in to the container located in the front office through October 16. The 

coats and jackets will be donated to children in need within our school district. 

October 2017 

 

Boosterthon Fun Run      10/6 

Early Dismissal-12:05      10/6 

School Holiday                 10/9 

Box Top Collections       10/10 

4th Gr. Fine Arts Day     10/12 
Pavilion 

Group Pictures               10/13 

PTO Meeting 6PM         10/19  

Kinder Storybook           10/20  
Parade 8:15 AM 

Grade Level Awards      10/20 

PTO Spirit Night             10/26 
The Runaway Plate                
5-8 PM 

Cool Cougar                  10/27 

 Fall Celebrations           10/31            

 

Nominations for Gifted and Talented Testing 

Nominations are now open for the Conroe Independent School District Gifted and Tal-
ented program.  Although the testing will not take place until  late January/ early Febru-
ary,  nominations are accepted at this time.  Nominations can be made by the parents 
and/or teachers. If you are interested in nominating your child, you may want to discuss 
this with your child’s teacher at conferences.  Nominations will be accepted through 
December 20th.  You may request a nomination form from the front office.  You can 
also find the nomination form and other GT information on the CISD GT homepage. 



Kindergarten 

Kindergarten has been busy learning about apples, numbers, and writing names.  
Johnny Appleseed came to visit us and taught us important facts about apples and 
his life. Some upcoming events in October are the Fall pumpkin activities, Columbus 
Day, Storybook Parade, (Oct. 13th at 8:15), drug awareness month, Boosterthon 
Run,( Friday, Oct. 6th) , fire safety, and the 50th day of school ( Nov. 3rd with a sock 
hop!).  We are going to continue investigating letters and sounds, counting to 100 and 
number recognition from 0-10.  Please continue reviewing sight words, writing 
names, and numbers.  Every child should be reading daily (or being read to).  As a 
reminder, please be sure to check your child's daily folder and initial the behavior 
chart.  We are looking forward to a “boo-tiful” and batty October. 

 
First Grade 
 

 

 

Autumn is here and we can't wait for cooler weather and fun fall activities!  First   
graders are always ready to learn!  Here is a quick peek for October: 

 

LANGUAGE ARTS:   1) Literacy activities that say “ Goodbye”  to summer and 
“Hello” to fall. 2) Reading, writing, and talking about apples, pumpkins, leaves, bats 
and more. 3)  Word Study (short vowels), Comprehension and Fluency. 

MATH:  1) Addition, subtraction, place value and shapes. 

2) “Fall into Math” at home:  add, subtract, count, sort and graph; pumpkin seeds, 
acorns, candy corn, coins, leaves, etc… 

SOCIAL STUDIES:  1) Citizenship, freedom, government leaders, maps and 
globes 

SCIENCE: 1) States of matter, magnets, science tools and safety.   

 

Tuesday, October 31st is FALL FUN DAY.  Students will rotate through first grade 
classrooms and participate in fall activities.  It's a "Candy Day", so bring on the    
Twizzlers! 

 

Thank you to all of our families who joined us for Academic Night and/or purchased 
books at the Book Fair.   #bestparentsever#firstgraderocks!              



Second Grade  

We want to thank all of the wonderful volunteer parents who have helped the second grade teachers and students with 
so many important tasks!  We had wonderful family members who read aloud to the classes for our fun “Read for a   
Better Life” Day.  We loved listening to their favorite children’s books and hearing how reading continues to be an      
important part of their lives today.  Other parents have been volunteering their time to work with students or to help the 
teachers with tasks in the classrooms.  It takes special people to take the time out of their busy lives to help us and we 
couldn't do what we do without your support.  Don’t forget if you haven’t filled out the online volunteer form on the CISD 
website, please do so soon! 

 We have been busy in the classrooms.  Students will continue learning about National symbols and maps in social  
studies.   In math, we’re working on addition and subtraction. This month, we'll also practice counting money, including 
quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies.  Keep practicing those basic addition and subtraction facts.  Science has been full 
of experiments about matter, and we will continue our study of matter this month. 

In reading, we will be starting our genre study of non-fiction informational text.  In language arts, the students have been 
refining their writing skills through Writer's Workshop.  As you can see, we are working very hard in second grade and 
learning SO much! 

We look forward to some fun fall activities such as our “Fall Fun Day,” which will be Tuesday, October 31st this year.  
We would love to see our second graders dressed as scarecrows for this special day and will send more information 
home soon. 

Fourth Grade 

Fourth graders have been very busy during the first month of school, and we have already learned so many new things!  We 
have learned about each other, and we have learned class and grade-level expectations.  We've participated in exciting   

academic lessons too! 

Fall is definitely in the air, and with fall brings a fun activity that fourth graders look forward to each year.  At the end of the 
month, we will be participating in our Pumpkin Caper.  Students will put into practice science and math skills while having 

fun and enjoying the season.  More information will be coming home about this exciting activity. 

Fourth graders will also continue to practice good reading and writing skills.  Students are always working very hard to   
become better writers, so ask your child to write at home several times each week.  Have him write about his day at school 
or a day that she remembers from this summer.  Ask your child to tell you how watermelons and seeds relate to his or her 

writing.  This is a strategy we use at school to help students narrow their topics.   

In math, fourth graders have learned about place value up to the billions place and down to the hundredth place.  Have your 
child practice reading numbers using the correct place value.   Please have your child practice their multiplication facts 

from 0-10.  This will help your child be more fluent in math. 

Thank you for all that you do to help your child succeed! 

Third Grade 

 WOW!  Time is flying and we are off to a great start in 3rd grade.  In math, we are developing proficiency in adding and subtracting 
whole numbers. Our next units of study are addition and subtraction as well as personal financial literacy. We will begin learning our 
multiplication facts.  As we introduce each multiple, please begin to study these facts nightly with your children. The first multiples we 
encounter are 2, 10, 5, 1 and 0. In science, we are finishing up our matter unit and then we'll begin studying mixtures and different 
forms of energy. 

 In language arts, we are continuing to learn reading strategies and will be studying the genre of Informational, Expository texts and 
monitor comprehension through the use of text structures, text features, and summarization.  We will continue to experience writing 
personal narratives in Writer’s Workshop and move into writing expository pieces towards the end of the month.  Please be sure you 
are reading for 20 minutes each night. Reading at home with your child is so important! Reading not only helps with exposing your 
child to vocabulary but it helps with comprehension and fluency.  Social studies we will begin a unit about establishing communities, 
and then we will begin looking at different kinds of maps and working on map skills. 

Our wonderful room-moms have met and have a list of exciting events on the calendar for 3rd grade. They will be calling for         vol-
unteers as needed to help out or send in items.  Otherwise, if you are interested in volunteering check with your teacher, and she can 
let you know how you can help.  

 We will celebrate October 31st with Fall Rotations. We know our third graders will enjoy visiting the other third grade classrooms and 
participating in the various activities.  We are really excited to have this school year underway.  We are looking forward to a           
productive year.  We are off to a great start so far! 



ART 

This month, our fourth, third, second, and first grade creative cats will be beginning 
their Western Art projects.  This is one of our biggest art contest of the school year, 
and our students always look forward to showing off their Texas pride! Our 
kindergarten friends will be working on learning the elements of art and procedures 
for using new and exciting materials in the art room. 

We would like to congratulate David Madell, Katelyn Oncken, Jacob Muhle, and 
Caitlyn Carruth for having their artwork selected to represent Kaufman in this year’s 
District Art Show. Their artwork was part of an open house exhibit at Conroe ISD 
Administration Building on September 9th and will remain on exhibit until August 
2018. It is open to the public Monday through Friday during normal business hours. 

In other art news, we would like to give a big shout out to Lily Shafer and Brandon 
Becwar from Mrs. Rowley’s class, and Katherine Mack and Gabriel Campos, from 
Mrs. Gregory’s class, for being chosen as our very first “Artists of the Month” this 
school year!  These students come to art class each and every day with a positive 
attitude and ready to learn.  They always try their best and are great role models to 
their peers. We are very proud of them and all of their hard work! 

Until next month,  

Mrs. Gregory and Mrs. Rowley 

 

 

MUSIC 

We are off to a very musical start!  During the first few weeks of music, 
2nd-4th graders  will create a composition using already known rhythms 
and will play them on percussion instruments.  We are also learning our 
state song "Texas, Our Texas".   Kindergarten and 1st graders will focus on 
singing tunefully with good posture, patting a steady beat, and begin    
learning a variety of songs and singing games. 

The 3rd/4th grade Cougar Choir has held its first rehearsals and  is         
beginning to learn patriotic songs to prepare for their Veteran's Day       
concert. It will be performed on Thursday, November 9th at 6:30pm (for 
family and community members),  and Friday, November 10th at 9:30am 
(for the school). 



PE 

Happy Fall Kaufman Cougars! 

We are enjoying the cooler weather and taking advantage of it outside on our healthy 
heart track. As we move into October, our 2nd - 4th graders will begin their football 
unit and a rhythmic unit full of bean bag, lumni stick and dancing fun.  

Our little Cougars will also enjoy exercising their heart on the Healthy Heart Track. 
Kinder and 1st grade students will continue with low organized games and locomotor 
skills. Locomotor skills are the basic ways to move, the building blocks of                
coordination: walking, galloping, jumping, hopping, side-sliding, leaping and skipping. 

Please remember to wear safe closed-toe shoes on PE days. Flipflops, sandals, 
crocs, boots, and slippers are not safe shoes on P.E. days.  Your child's safety is our 
top priority! Also, sick notes are required if your child needs to sit out for any reason. 

Fitness Fact:  SEVEN DAYS WITHOUT EXERCISE MAKES ONE WEAK!  :) 

 

                                                             Physical Education Department 

          Mrs. Harris, Mrs. Hutyra & Mrs. Leonardos 

 

COMPUTERS 

We are off to a great start in computers! I just love all the kids that I see every day coming into the 

computer lab so eager to learn!  

Here is what is going on in each grade level: 

Kindergarten is learning many different basic skills such as using the mouse.  We are going over 

how to left click, maneuver, click and drag the mouse.  This lesson demonstrates how to use hand 

coordination and apply to the use of a computer.  

In first grade, we are reviewing how to use the mouse basics as well, such as left click, select,  

dragging objects to make pictures, resize, click and hold.    

In second grade through fourth grade, we are learning good posture when learning to type and 

home row letters by using a program, Dance Mat.   

Ask your child about it and they can also use this program from home! 

Sincerely, 

Ms. Alonso :) 



 

  

The library has a lot of people to thank this month.  Thank you to everyone for supporting the   
Kaufman Library by purchasing books from the Scholastic Book Fair.  Thank you to all of the     
wonderful, dedicated volunteers and teachers that helped work the book fair. I would not be able 
run the book fair without your help.  The library would also like to give a huge round of applause to 
our amazing PTO for hosting the Back to School Breakfast and the best teachers ever for all of their 
hard work that went into making the Academic Night a success.  All events helped bring in book fair 
shoppers.  The profit made from the book fair helps the library purchase popular books that the   
students want to read along with updated books to reinforce classroom instruction, as well as pay 
for author visits during the school year. 

The library will be hosting its 5th annual Storybook Pumpkin Museum.  Students may choose to 
participate in decorating a fake pumpkin to look like their favorite storybook character.  Pumpkins 
are due in the library by Monday, October 16th in order to be placed in the contest.  The museum 
will be open for viewing on Tuesday, October 17th – Monday, October 23rd, where students will 
vote for their favorite pumpkin.  The library will hand out guidelines to those students wishing to  
participate.  There will be a winner from each grade level.  Winners will be announced on Tuesday, 
October 24th.  Pumpkins will be ready to take home on Friday, October 27th so that they can be 
enjoyed by family and friends. 

Fourth graders will be participating in a writing workshop and visiting with author H.J. Ralles on 
Tuesday, October 24th through Thursday, October 26th.  Mrs. Ralles is the author of the famous 
science fiction series, The Keepers.  Students will have the chance to discuss her books, as well 
as, learn a few tricks for writing “Exciting Expository”.  The library has several copies of her books 
so that students can check them out from our library.  They will have a chance to purchase their 
very own autographed copy when she arrives. 

If you haven’t heard, the library is open in the morning at 7:30 am.  Your student is welcome to 
read, check out books, study, complete homework, play on the computers and enjoy our new   
maker space activities.   

 Please remember that parents and all future Kaufman cougars are ALWAYS welcome in our      
library.  YOU may check out books too!  We support Dr. Stockton's READ FOR A BETTER LIFE 
initiative:  students are encouraged to read 20-30 minutes each evening to encourage a life-long 
love of reading and learning!   

Keep 'em Reading! 

Mrs. Wright  

Library 



Dear Parent or Guardian, 

Throughout the year, different organizations come to Kaufman wanting to assist our students and 
families with school supplies, clothing, and other various needs.  The Family Educational Rights 
and privacy Act, a federal law that make student educational records confidential, prohibits us from 
releasing student information to these agencies without your permission.  To help us work with 
these groups in the most efficient way possible, we ask that if you are interested in such              
assistance, you complete and sign the form below.  The form should be returned to Shannon    
Simmons. 

These assistance programs vary from year to year.  Giving us permission to release your            
information does not automatically mean you will receive assistance.  It does let us know that you 
would welcome such assistance and would be willing to have your information released to these 
organizations.  In turn, these groups agree to use your information only for the purpose of their   
assistance program(s).   It is also required that your consent for release of information be updated 
annually.   If you have a question, feel free to contact your child’s counselor.   

Sincerely, 

Shannon Simmons 

 

---------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 

Student Name ___________________________________________________________ 

 

Parents’ Names __________________________________________________________ 

 

Address ________________________________________________________________ 

 

______________________________________________Phone ____________________ 

 

Are there siblings?  yes   no 

 

If yes, names and ages of siblings:  ___________________________________________  

 

________________________________________________________________________ 

 

 

Parent Signature__________________________________________Date____________ 

  

 



PTO News 

What a great turn out we had for our first Back to School Breakfast!!  A big thank you to all of our volunteers and to Hughes & Cozad 
Orthodontics who sponsored the breakfast this year.  The Kaufman PTO greatly appreciates their generosity! 

Kaufman Cougars Be Brave 
Our Boosterthon Fun Run officially kicked off on September 27th!  There is still plenty of time to help support your child in the Fun 
Run, which is scheduled for October 6th.  Kinder and First Grade will run at 8:10, Second and Third Grade will run at 9:05 and Fourth 
Grade will be having their Color Run at 10:10.  All families are invited to come out and cheer on your student at the Fun Run! A huge 
shout out to our sponsors for this year’s Fun Run, The Deboer Family, Hughes & Cozad Orthodontist, Spring Auto Pros, Ashton 
Woods, In-Step Dance Center founder Arts in Motion; Milstead Automotive and Kelly’s Tees. 

     

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Important Dates for October: 
6th- Boosterthon Fun Run  
6th- Early Release Day  
9th- Columbus Day- No School  
19th- PTO Meeting @ 6 pm  
26th- Spirit Night- The Runaway Plate 
 
Yearbooks 
Yearbooks are now being sold!  Simply go to www.Balfour.com and search Kaufman Elementary.  Yearbooks will be offered at $30 a 
piece until December 31st.  After December 31st, books will be sold for $35 a piece until the order deadline of March 9th.  Dedication 
options in the book will also be available again this year for purchase. 
 
Submit Photos to Yearbook!  Send in any pictures you take when visiting Kaufman!  Visit images.balfour.com to upload from your  
computer.  Use project number 818770 and password Kaufman.  You can also search for the “Balfour Image Share” app in your app 
marketplace and use to share pictures from your phone. 

ENROLL IN THE KROGER COMMUNITY REWARDS PROGRAM! This program is a great way to raise money for our school, but              
registration expires for everyone each year on August 1st.  Please register at www.kroger.com/communityrewards.  Our               
organization number is 90144. 
 
 
 
BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION Thanks to all the parents, grandparents, aunts, uncles, relatives, neighbors and friends who submitted Box 
Tops.  We heard some amazing stories of even flooded relatives saving Box Tops for Kaufman. The first competition had great     
participation from all grades and by a very close count Kindergarten won the popsicle party. Remember each class could win a party 
– just reach the 50% level.  When you are at school check out the Box Tops poster board in the cafeteria to see how your class is 
doing. Next submission date is October 10th. 
 
Thanks to Michele Blair, Jennifer Wiggins, Bianca Campos, Jessica Maldonado, and Kaitlin VanVeen for helping clip, sort and count in 
September.  If anyone else is interested in helping with the Box Tops Clip and Count Club, please contact Kimberly Holmes 
at kimberlymholmes@hotmail.com. 
 

QUESTIONS? Contact the Kaufman PTO for more information at KaufmanPTO@gmail.com. 

 

 

The Deboer  

Family 

http://www.Balfour.com
mailto:kimberlymholmes@hotmail.com


 


