Volume 13, Issue 2 October 2018

Upcoming Events

Fathers on Fridays  10/1-2
5:30 PM

Boosterthon Fun Run  10/5 A N Ote F ro m M rs . OI ive r

Early Dismissal-12:10 - 10/5 Fall has finally arrived and cooler weather is in the airl This new season brings

School Holiday 10/8 excitement for everyone! At Kaufman, there is definitely excitement in the air and
this is evident in every classroom! Our students and teachers are diving into their
Walk to School Day ~ 10/10 curriculum with great enthusiasm every single day. Kaufman has the BEST

Box Tops Collection  10/12 students and staff!
We are looking forward to many exciting events this month. Our first big event will
Storybook Parade (K) 10/12 be our Boosterthon Fun Run on October 5, Red Ribbon Week will be from

PTO Meeting-6PM 10/18 October _22—26_, _and we wiI_I end the month with our “Fall and Pumpkin” activities.
October is definitely a fun-filled month at Kaufman!

Grade Level Awards  10/19 Thank you to our parents and families for taking an active role in your child’s

50th Day of School 10/25 education. We truly appreciate all of your support for our students and school!
Sincerely,

Cool Cougar 10/25 Tina Oliver

Group Pictures & 10/26

Retakes Attendance Counts at Kaufman

4th Grade Writing 10/30 Good attendance plays an important role in your child’s academic success. We

Benchmark understand that illnesses and emergencies occur, but we want our students to be
here at school as much as possible each and every day. Our “Attendance Spirit

2nd Scarecrow Parade 10/31 Sticks” and “Attendance Popcorn Kernels” continue to be a great incentive for our

students. Ask your child how many times his or her class has earned a spirit stick

and/or popcorn kernel so far this year. Remember, “Attendance Counts” at
Kaufman!

Coats for Kids

The CISD Police Department is having its 16th annual “Coats for Kids” drive. If
you would like to donate a new or slightly used coat, jacket, hoodie, or sweater,
please turn it in to the container located in the front office through October 15. The
coats and jackets will be donated to children in need within our school district.

Nominations for Gifted and Talented Testing

Nominations are now open for the Conroe Independent School District Gifted and Talented
Program. Although the testing will not take place until late January/ early February, nomina-
tions are accepted at this time. Nominations can be made by the parents and/or teachers. If
you are interested in nominating your child, you may want to discuss this with your child’s
teacher at conferences. Nominations will be accepted through December 19th. You may
request a nomination form from the front office. You can also find the nomination form and
other GT information on the CISD GT homepage.




Books, Bikes, and Being at School

Kaufman'’s library will be starting Cougar Bingo during the 2" nine weeks of school to promote read-
ing and the importance of being at school every day. Students will receive a bingo sheet, which en-
courages reading, on Tuesday, October 8, 2018. Once the student completes five reading tasks in a
row, they will bring the sheet to the library to receive a small prize and they will also be able
to place their name in a drawing for a chance to win a brand new bike, which was donated by the
Spring Masonic Lodge #1174. Students can earn up to 6 tickets each nine weeks. At the end of the
nine weeks, a boy and a girl, with 1 or fewer absences will be chosen as the winners. We are very
excited about this reading incentive! Our hope is that students learn to enjoy reading a variety of
genres and continue reading for pleasure. Please encourage your child to participate since read-
ing and being at school is the key to academic success in all areas!



Kindergarten

Kindergarten has been busy learning about apples, numbers, and writing names. Johnny
Appleseed came to visit us and taught us important facts about apples and his life. Some upcoming
events in October are the fall pumpkin activities, Columbus Day, Storybook Parade (Oct. 12th),
drug awareness month, Boosterthon Run (Oct. 5th), fire safety, and the 50th day of school Sock
Hop (Oct. 25th). We are going to continue investigating letters and sounds, counting to 100 and
number recognition from 0-10. Please continue reviewing sight words, writing names, and
numbers. Every child should be reading daily (or being read to). As a reminder, please be sure to

First Grade

Happy fall from first grade! We were so excited to see everyone who joined us for our adventurous
Academic Night. Thank you to everyone who helped make the evening such a success. Now, we are ready
to fall into October and leave summer behind! We have lots of fun fall activities planned for this month such
as our Pumpkin Math day and our Fall Fun Rotations.

Hot Topics for October:

*Reading: Begin studying expository, informational, literary nonfiction and traditional fiction genres
*Writing: Continue writing small moment personal narratives and begin opinion letter writing

*Math: Place value to 20, shape attributes, skip counting by 5’s and learning about the nickel

*Social Studies: Geography with globes and maps, and begin studying levels of government and voting

*Science: Finishing up heating and cooling, begin learning about the types of energy such as heat, light and
sound energy

Second Grade

We want to thank all of the wonderful volunteer parents who have helped the second grade
teachers and students with so many important tasks! We had wonderful family members who read
aloud to the classes for our fun “Read for a Better Life” Day. We loved listening to their favorite
children’s books and hearing how reading continues to be an important part of their lives today.
Other parents have been volunteering their time to work with students or to help the teachers with
tasks in the classrooms. It takes special people to take the time out of their busy lives to help us,
and we couldn't do what we do without your support. Don’t forget if you haven't filled out the online
volunteer form on the CISD website, please do so soon!

We have been busy in the classrooms. Students will continue learning about maps in social
studies. In math, we are working on addition and subtraction. This month we will also practice
counting money, including quarters, dimes, nickels and pennies. Keep practicing those basic
addition and subtraction facts. Science has been full of experiments about matter, and we will
continue our study of matter this month.

In reading, we are continuing to work on our stamina, reading for longer periods of time. Our
second graders are definitely growing as readers! In language arts, the students have been refining
their writing skills through Writer's Workshop. As you can see, we are working very hard in second
grade and learning SO much!

We look forward to some fun fall activities such as our “Fall Fun Day” which will be Wednesday,
October 31st this year. We would love to see our second graders dressed as scarecrows for this




Third Grade

WOW! Time is flying, and we are off to a great start in 3rd grade. In math, we are developing
proficiency in adding and subtracting whole numbers. Our next units of study are addition and
subtraction as well as multiplication and division. We will begin learning our multiplication facts. As
we introduce each multiple, please begin to study these facts nightly with your children. The first
multiples we encounter are 2, 10, 5, 1 and 0. In science, we are finishing up our matter unit, and
then we will begin studying mixtures, different forms of energy, and forces.

In language arts, we are finishing our unit over Informational and Expository texts. We monitored
comprehension through the use of text structures, text features, and summarization. We will begin
studying poetry texts, focusing on an author’s use of sensory language as well as identifying the
types of poems. We will move into writing expository pieces. Please be sure you are reading for 20
minutes each night. Reading at home with your child is so important! Reading not only helps with
exposing your child to vocabulary, but it helps with comprehension and fluency. In social studies,
we will be begin a unit about establishing communities and then we will begin looking at different
kinds of maps and working on map skills.

Our wonderful room-moms have met and have a list of exciting events on the calendar for 3rd
grade. They will be calling for volunteers as needed to help out or send in items. If you are
interested in volunteering, check with your teacher, and she can let you know how you can help.

We will celebrate October 31st with Fall Rotations. We know our third graders will enjoy visiting the
other third grade classrooms and participating in the various activities. We are really excited to
have this school year underway. We are looking forward to a productive year. We are off to a great

Fourth Grade

Fourth graders have been very busy during the first month of school, and we have already learned
so many new things! We have learned about each other, and we have learned class and grade-
level expectations. We have participated in exciting academic lessons, too!

Fall is definitely in the air, and with fall brings a fun activity that fourth graders look forward to each
year. At the end of the month, we will be participating in our Pumpkin Caper. Students will put into
practice science and math skills while having fun and enjoying the season. More information will be
coming home about this exciting activity.

Fourth graders will also continue to practice good reading and writing skills. Students are always
working very hard to become better writers, so ask your child to write at home several times each
week. Have him/her write about his/her day at school or a day that he/she remembers from this
summer. Ask your child to tell you how watermelons and seeds relate to his or her writing. This is a
strategy we use at school to help students narrow their topics.

In math, fourth graders have learned about place value up to the billions place and down to the
hundredth place. Have your child practice reading numbers using the correct place value. Please
have your child practice their multiplication facts from 0-12. This will help your child be more fluent
in math.

Thank you for all that you do to help your child succeed!




ART

Hello to all our Creative Cats!!

We have finally finished a complete month here in the art rooms and are near the end of the first
grading period. Can you believe it? Well, we have been very busy getting started in our creative
processes! We have already jumped into Western Art Projects because the CISD Rodeo Art
Contest is always the first out of the chute! Fourth graders are working on barns drawn in 1-Point
Perspective and Still Life drawing, while third graders are creating Western Landscapes using
foreground, middle ground, and background. Seurat inspired Pointillism and Glue Relief Foll
projects are on their horizons. Second grade has been creating impressionistic sandpaper prints
by coloring sandpaper then ironing their prints onto black paper. They will soon be moving
onto fall art fun! First grade is working on Collage Owls and Rainbow Barnyard Animals while our
kindergarteners have been having fun with the books The Dot and -Ish by Peter H.
Reynolds. They are now beginning to move into our first and most important art element of Line.

We would like to send out huge congratulations to the following students who were able to see
their fabulous artwork at the CISD District Art Show on Saturday, September 15th. This was art
work that was selected late last year and was framed and matted by the district over the
summer. Their artwork will be on display for this entire school year at the CISD Administration
offices, so if you are ever there, be sure to check out the show! We are so proud of all of them for
this great honor!

Congrats to... Walter Ashley, Amber Chavez, Hope Farmer, Bella Henry, Alabama Lackey,
Lam Nguyen, Chloe Chivrell, Doc Chaney, and Laila Arsenault.

And finally, no Art newsletter is complete without the mention of our fabulous Artists of the
Month! These are students who come in and follow art room rules the first time, they are kind and
helpful to others, and they always give 110% of their effort towards their art work. We are so
happy to announce Remley Welch, Makar Makarov, Allan Brown and Sophie Chivrell as our first
Artists of the Month for the month of September! Way to gooooo and congratulations!

We hope you all enjoy your children's artwork as we begin to get their first projects
uploaded to Artsonia! If you haven't joined us there, please be sure to do so. You
won't be sorry!

MUSIC

We are off to a very musical start! During the first few weeks of music, 2nd-4th graders will create
a composition using already known rhythms and will play them on percussion instruments. We are
also learning our state song "Texas, Our Texas". Kindergarten and 1st graders will focus on
singing tunefully with good posture, patting a steady beat, and begin learning a variety of songs
and singing games.

The 3rd/4th grade Cougar Choir has held its first rehearsals. We were asked to perform at the
Dedication of the Stephanie Allen Outdoor Classroom on September 27th and represented our
school and community well. We are also learning a selection of patriotic songs for the Veteran's
Day concert. It will be performed on Thursday, November 8th at 6:30pm (for

family and community members), and Friday, November 9th at 9:25am (for the l . ﬂ
school).




PE

Happy Fall!

We will be kicking off the month of October with National Walk to School Day on October 10th. We will join
children and adults around the world to celebrate the benefits of walking or bicycling to school. We are
celebrating those students who walk and bike to school and encouraging those who don't to try it for at least
one day. This is not a mandatory event...it is strictly voluntary. We are so excited to celebrate Kaufman's
first National Walk to School Day and hope you will join us by walking to school.

Our Cougars have been learning new warm-ups and games. Their favorite warm-up is Fireball. We have
also introduced a Fruit/Vegetable of the Week. We are encouraging our Cougars to try new foods and make
healthy choices. Please send a photo of your child eating the featured fruit/'vegetable of the week to put on
our bulletin board. This can earn them 3 PE Bucks:)

Reminders:

Your child attends P.E. on Monday, Wednesday, Friday or Tuesday, Thursday, Friday. Please remember
that safe, comfortable tennis shoes are very important for your child to wear on the day that they attend P.E.
class. Flipflops, sandals, Crocs, boots, shoes with high heels, and slippers are not safe shoes on P.E. days.
Please make sure students come prepared with appropriate footwear so they can participate and have a
great time! Keeping your student safe is our top priority!

Please send a sick note/doctor's note with your child if they are unable to participate in physical activities
due to illness or injury. Please include their full name, teacher name & date they can return to physical
activities.

Upcoming Events:

October 24th - 4th & 3rd grade CISD Fun Run at Oak Ridge High School

Your "Pumped Up" PE teachers,

Computers

We are off to a great start in computers! | just love all the kids that | see every day coming into the computer
lab so eager to learn!

Here is what is going on in each grade level:

Kindergarten is learning many different basic skills such as using the mouse. We are going over how to left
click, maneuver, click and drag the mouse. This lesson demonstrates how to use hand coordination and
apply it to the use of a computer.

In first grade, we are reviewing how to use the mouse basics as well, such as left click, select, dragging
objects to make pictures, resize, click and hold.

In second grade through fourth grade, we are learning how to use Google Docs. They are learning to
memorize their user names and passwords for this program. In this lesson, they are writing complete
sentences about themselves and then later writing personal narrative stories.

All grade levels are learning good posture when learning to type and home row letters by using a program,
Dance Mat. We will be using this program throughout the whole school year. Ask your child
about it, and they can also use this program from home in Symbaloo!

Sincerely,




Library

The library has a lot of people to thank this month. Thank you to everyone for supporting the
Kaufman Library by purchasing books from the Scholastic Book Fair. Thank you to all of the
wonderful, dedicated volunteers and teachers that helped work the book fair. | would not be able
run the book fair without your help. The library would also like to give a huge round of applause to
our amazing PTO for hosting the Back to School Breakfast and the best teachers ever for all of
their hard work that went into making the Academic Night a success. All events helped bring in
book fair shoppers. The profit made from the book fair helps the library purchase popular books
that the students want to read along with updated books to reinforce classroom instruction, as well
as pay for author visits during the school year.

The library will be hosting its 6th annual Storybook Pumpkin Museum. Students may choose to
participate in decorating a fake pumpkin to look like their favorite storybook character. Pumpkins
are due in the library by Tuesday, October 16th in order to be placed in the contest. The museum
will be open for viewing on Wednesday, October 17th — Tuesday, October 23rd, where students
will vote for their favorite pumpkin. The library will hand out guidelines to those students wishing to
participate. There will be a winner from each grade level. Winners will be announced on Tuesday,
October 30th. Pumpkins will be ready to take home on Wednesday, October 31st.

If you haven’t heard, the library is open, for different grade levels on different days, in the mornings
at 7:30 am: Monday is 1st grade, Tuesday is 4th grade, Wednesday is 2nd grade, Thursday is 3rd
grade and Friday is Kindergarten. Your student is welcome to read, check out books, study,
complete homework, and play on the computers.

Please remember that parents and all future Kaufman cougars are ALWAYS welcome in our
library. YOU may check out books too! We support the district’'s READ FOR A BETTER
LIFE initiative: students are encouraged to read 20-30 minutes each evening =

to encourage a life-long love of reading and learning!

Keep 'em Reading!

Clinic News

State required vision and hearing screenings for our third and first graders has begun
in the clinic. Referrals will be sent home when indicated Please be sure to return
information provided by your physician. Please contact the clinic if you have any
questions or need assistance in this follow up.

Counselor’s Corner

Special holidays and celebrations are coming and will be here before we know it! Throughout the year,
different organizations come to Kaufman wanting to assist our students and families with school supplies,
clothing, holiday food and gift assistance, and other various needs. If you are interested in such assistance,
please complete the assistance permission slip form and return it to me.

Thank you,

Shannon Simmons
Kaufman Counselor
shsimmons@conroeisd.net




Dear Parent or Guardian,

Throughout the year, different organizations come to Kaufman wanting to assist our
students and families with school supplies, clothing, and other various needs. The Family
Educational Rights and privacy Act, a federal law that make student educational records
confidential, prohibits us from releasing student information to these agencies without your
permission. To help us work with these groups in the most efficient way possible, we ask
that if you are interested in such assistance, you complete and sign the form below. The
form should be returned to Shannon Simmons.

These assistance programs vary from year to year. Giving us permission to release your
information does not automatically mean you will receive assistance. It does let us know
that you would welcome such assistance and would be willing to have your information
released to these organizations. In turn, these groups agree to use your information only
for the purpose of their assistance program(s). It is also required that your consent for
release of information be updated annually. If you have a question, feel free to contact
your child’s counselor.

Sincerely,

Shannon Simmons

Student Name

Parents’ Names

Address

Phone

Are there siblings? yes no

If yes, names and ages of siblings:

Parent Signature Date




PTO News

Mind Spark Mystery Lab

Our Boosterthon Fun Run officially kicked off on September 26%1 There is still plenty of time to help support your child
in the Fun Run, which is scheduled for October 5™ Kinder and First Grade will run at 8:10, Second and Third Grade will
run at 9:05 and Fourth Grade will be having their Calor Run at 10:10. All families are invited to come out and cheer on
your student at the Fun Runl!

Important Dates for October:

5th- Boosterthon Fun Run

Sth- Early Release Day

8th- Columbus Day- No School

10th- Oak Ridge High School Homecoming Parade @ 6 PM
12th- Box Top Collection Date

18th- PTO Meeting

25th- Spirit Night- Panera Bread, 4-8 PM

We "% Love our Sponsors Contest Thank you to the following sponsors:
Hughes & Cozad Orthodontics

1. Take your picture in front of any Sponsor store front.  Connect to Heath Chiropractic
Spring Auto Pros

2. Email the picture to KaufmanPTO@gmail.com or post  H20 Solutions

it on one of our grade level Facebook groups. Stefanie Bohuslav Realtor (Houston Home Professionals)

Wheeler Pediatric Dentistry

¥ Top 3 students win a prize! 3 B's Burgers
Cho's Tae Kwon Do

¥ Top 3 teachers win a prizel Inner Elements Fitness
Service First

0Dak Ridge High School Homecoming Parade, October 10t at 6 PM. The route will be en Oak Ridge School Road
starting at Oak Ridge Elementary and ending at the ORHS Stadium. Pep rally immediately following the parade.

2 Yearbooks
Yearbooks are now being sold! Simply go to www Balfour com and search Kaufman Elementary.
.0 rder your yearbook online for $30. Dedications are available for 510 and $20.
Submit Photos to Yearbook! Send in any pictures you take when visiting Kaufman! Visit images_balfour.com to upload
from your computer. Use project number 918770 and password Kaufman. You can also search for the “Balfour Image
Share” app in your app marketplace and use to share pictures from your phone.

’@ﬁ- BOX TOPS FOR EDUCATION Thank you to all who submitted Box Tops already. Next due date is October 12!

SM REMIND: Sign up to receive important updates text messages from FTO:

5 Text @kaufmanpt to the number 81010
Or Visit hittps:/ fananw_remind. com/join/kaufmanpt

QUESTIONS? Connect with us on FB https://www.facebook.com/KaufmanPTQ/, Visit our new PTO Website at
hitps://kaufmanelementarypto.wildapricot.org/, or Email us at KaufmanPTO@gmail.com




Conroe ISD Health Services

Head Lice Fact Sheet

What are head lice?

Head lice are parasitic insects that can be found on the head of people. Head lice feed on human blood
several times a day, and live near the scalp. Head lice lay eggs, called nits, on the hair shaft, very close
to the scalp. Nits further than Y4 inch from the scalp are likely dead/hatched. Lice do not spread
dizease.

What are the symptoms of head lice?
Tickling, feeling something moving in your hair

Itching, caused by an allergic reaction to the louse bite
Irritability and difficulty sleeping; lice are most active in the dark
Sores on the head caused by scratching (which can lead to secondary bacterial infection)

How do you get rid of head lice?

Examine everyone in the home for lice and nits. Look carefully through the hair and at the scalp,
behind the ears, and the back of the neck. Nits are easier to see than live lice.

Treat only the household members who have lice, Use products available aver-the-counter (according
to package directions) or by prescription {according to physician directions).

Comb the hair after treatment, using a special lice/nit comb, Separate the hair into sections and try to
comb every nit and louse you can. Live nits that are not combed out will hatch within 7-10 days.
Combing is the most time-consuming step, but also the most important.

Clean around the house, Lice do not live long without a host to feed on. However, to pick up any stray
hairs that may have a live nit attached, wash and dry clothes, sheets, pillow cases, and towels using hot
water and high heat. Vacuum the floor and furniture to pick up loose hairs. Combs and brushes can be
soaked in hot water for 5-10 minutes.

Follow the lice treatment product directions for when to retreat. It is usually recommended to retreat
7-10 days after the initial treatment. Continue to check heads daily until 1 week after second treatment
or 1 week after last louse or nit is removed.

How are head lice spread?

Head lice are spread by direct contact with the hair of an infested person. The highest risk involves
head-to-head contact. Lice crawl; they do not jump, and they do not have wings. Spread by contact with
clothing or other personal items iz fairly uncommaon. Personal hygiene and cleanliness have nothing to
do with getting head lice.

How are head lice prevented?
Teach children to avoid head-to-head (hair-to-hair) contact during play at home, school, and
elsewhere (sports activities, playground, sleepovers, camp).

Avoid sharing clothing (hats, scarves, coats)
Avoid sharing brushes, combs, and hair accessories

Is there a season for head lice?

September iz Mational Head Lice Awareness Month. Head lice incidences peak shortly after school
starts particularly among young children. This is most likely due in part to younger children playing
closely together and having head-to-head contact. During the winter season, the sharing of coats and
hats may contribute to head lice occurrences. As spring comes, outdoor playing and sports activities
bring children close together. Summertime often means summer camps and sleapovers which can lead
to the spreading of head lice. So it seems as if there is no “one” season for head lice. Year round
awareness and routine family inspection will help prevent head lice occurrences.

Resources:
Center for Diseaze Control & Prevention-hitp-iwww cde goviparasitesilice/headfindex. html
Texas Department of State Health Services-htto:llwww dshs. state tx usischoolhealthflice shtm#2



16th Annual

Conroe ISD Police

COATSfrKIDS DRIVE

The Conroe ISD Police Department is pleased to present
the 16th Annual Coats for Kids Drive for the children of
Conroe ISD. On October 1st, all schools able to help collect
coats/jackets will place a collection bin at or near the front
office of the school. Last year several schools utilized the
talents of students in art, student council, or other student organizations to design and decorate
collection boxes. Items will be collected through October 15th. On October 16th, collected
items will be picked up, cleaned, and sorted. The collected coats, jackets, and hoodies will be
distributed to campuses in need. If bins become full during the collection process, campuses
should e-mail or call Sgt. Julie M. Thompson at (936) 709-8921 or jmthompson@conroeisd.net

for pick-up to make room in the bins for additional donations. If your campus wishes to

COATS®KIDS

NOEPENDENT SCHO0

participate in receiving coats/jackets for students at your campus, please e-mail Sgt. Julie M.
Thompson by October 16th.

4 N
All items will be ready for disbursement during the week of

October 29th - November 9th, 2018
During last year’s Coats for Kids Drive,

1,400 coats, jackets and hoodies
were collected and distributed!

Please e-mail Sgt. Julie M. Thompson at jmthompson@conroeisd.net
by September 28th, if your campus would like to participate
in this year’s Coats for Kids Drive.

For additional information contact:
l\_ Sgt. Julie M. Thompson _

(936) 709-8921 or jmthompson@conroeisd.net

CONROE ISD
b Police Department

Sofeguarding the future . . . Topay]



